
S1

Record Herald
The Times-Gazette
News Journal

March 2017
A Special Supplement to

3 Tips To 
Prepare To 
Sell Your 
Home
How to get your 
home ready for 
Spring buyers 

How To 
Transform 
A Fixer 
Upper
Tips and tricks for 
a successful flip

How to 
Approach 
a Pending 
Appraisal

Steps to take before
the appraiser 

visits



SPRING HOME 2017 Record Herald, The Times-Gazette, and News Journal2    Thursday, March 16, 2017

The real estate market will always have 
its ups and downs, but real estate is an 
oft-profitable investment. Real estate 

investors do their investing for various reasons. 
Some see a house as a place to hang their 
hats for years and years, while others look at 
properties as nothing more than investments.
Buying a home with the intent to fix it up 
and resell it is called a “fix and flip.” In 
such situations, investors buy homes at 
below-market prices before refurbishing the 
homes with the goal of recouping their initial 
investment and then some when the homes 
are ultimately put back on the market. Flipping 
has become popular for both expert remodelers 
and novice investors. RealtyTrac®, the nation’s 
leading source for comprehensive housing 
data, noted in its “Year-End 
and Q4 2015 U.S. Home 
Flipping” report that 
5.5 percent of all 
single family home 
and condo sales 
during the year 
were flipped 
properties. 
This marked 
an increase 
from the 
same time 
the previous 
year. 

Investing in a fixer-upper requires a leap of faith 
and a vision of what the home can look like 
in the future. Turning a real estate lemon into 
lemonade requires certain skills and a good 
measure of patience. The following are some 
guidelines to get anyone started.

Don’t bite off more than you can chew. 
Make an honest assessment of your abilities 
and which renovations, if any, you can handle. 
If you are unskilled or inexperienced working 
with your hands, then it can be easy for an 
investment property to quickly become a 
money pit. Before purchasing a property, hire 
a trained home inspector to tour the home 
with you and point out all of the areas that will 
need renovation. With this list, begin getting 

estimates on how much money the work 
will entail. Determine if this fits with 

your budget or not. You do not 
want to invest so much that 

it exceeds what you could 
feasibly recoup when it comes 
time to sell.

Overlook cosmetic 
things when visiting 

properties. Cosmetic 
issues include all of 
the easily replaceable 
items in a home, 

such as carpeting, 
appliances, interior 
paint colors and 
cabinetry. Focus 
on the bones of 
the house — the 
architectural 
integrity and 
those little 
touches that you 
envision having a 
“wow” factor. 

Seek the help of experts. Some flippers 
think they’ll save the most money by doing 
all of the work themselves. This isn’t always 
the case. Professional architects, designers 
and contractors may help you save money. 
Contractors have an intimate knowledge of 
where to buy materials and may be able to 
negotiate prices based on wholesale or trade 
costs. In addition, experts can help you avoid 
common pitfalls because they’ve already done 
this type of work time and again. It’s smart to 
rely on expert advice, even if it means investing 
a little bit more. 

Save money by doing some work yourself. 
While the pros may tackle the more complex 
parts of a given project, such as rewiring 
electricity or changing the footprint of a home, 
you can still be involved. Ask to participate 
in demolition, such as taking down walls or 
removing old materials from the home. Such 
participation may be fun, and it can save you 
substantial amounts of money on labor. 

Recognize that not everything must be 
completely redone. Realize that, in some 
instances, a coat of paint and some new 
accents may be all you need to transform a 
space. For example, if kitchen cabinets are 
in good condition, see if they can be refaced 
or painted instead of replaced entirely. Install 
new door pulls/handles to add visual interest. 
Look for some ready-made items, such as 
bookshelves, instead of installing custom 
carpentry. 

Think about what the buyer wants and not 
what you want. Renovate with an eye toward 
prospective buyers’ needs. Keep things neutral 
and accommodating. Research the latest 
trends to understand what buyers might be 
seeking in a home. You want potential buyers 
to envision themselves moving right in. 
Renovating a fixer-upper takes time, but it can 
be a worthwhile project, and one that can help 
anyone turn a profit in a booming real estate 
market.

JACK HUTCHINSON
Sales/Service

13201 McWilliams Road
Greenfield, Ohio 45123
937-763-3086 Office
jacksequipmentrepair@gmail.com

Jack’s Equipment Co.
CONSTRUCTION & FORESTRY

EQUIPMENT SPECIALIST

Outlaw Series
40966518

SRM 225 Trimmer
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How to transform a fixer-upper
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(740) 495-5181
(800) 870-KIRK (5475)

Hours:  Mon, Wed & Thur - 8:30am to 9:00pm
Tue, Fri & Sat - 8:30am to 5:00pm / Closed Sundays

www.kirksfurniture.com“Small town values, big city selection.”
9 West Front Street, New Holland, OH

 40966948
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According to Realtor.com, spring is 
the busiest and best season to sell a 
home. While a good home can find a 

buyer any time of year, homeowners might 
find the buyers’ pool is strongest in spring 
and into summer. The reasons for that are 
many, ranging from parents wanting to move 
when their children are not in school to buyers 
wanting to move when the weather is most 
accommodating.
Because spring is such a popular time to sell 
a home, homeowners who want to put their 
homes on the market should use winter as 
an opportunity to prepare their homes for 
the prying eyes of prospective buyers. The 
following tips can help homeowners during the 
pre-selling preparation process.

1. Address the exterior of the home. 
Winter can be harsh on a home’s exterior, so 
as winter winds down, homeowners who want 
to sell their homes should make an effort to 
address anything that might negatively affect 
their homes’ curb appeal. A study of homes in 
Greenville, S.C., from researchers at Clemson 
University found that the value of homes with 
landscapes that were upgraded from “good” to 
“excellent” increased by 6 to 7 percent. If it’s 
in the budget, hire professional landscapers 
to fix any problematic landscaping or 
address any issues that arose during the 
winter. Homeowners with green thumbs can 
tackle such projects on their own, but hiring 
professionals is akin to staging inside the 
home.

2. Conquer interior clutter. 
Clutter has a way of accumulating over the 
winter, when people tend to spend more time 
indoors than they do throughout the rest of 

the year. Homeowners who want to put their 
homes on the market in spring won’t have 
the luxury of waiting until spring to do their 
“spring” cleaning, so start clearing any clutter 
out in winter, even resolving to make an effort 
to prevent its accumulation throughout winter. 
Just like buyers are impressed by curb appeal, 
they are turned off by clutter. The Appraisal 
Institute suggests homeowners clear clutter 
out of their homes before appraisers visit, 
and the same approach can be applied to 
open houses. Buyers, like appraisers, see 
cluttered homes as less valuable. In addition, 
a home full of clutter might give buyers the 
impression, true or not, that the home was not 
well maintained.

3. Eliminate odors. 
A home’s inhabitants grow accustomed to 
odors that might be circulating throughout 
the house. Pet odor, for instance, might not 
be as strong to a home’s residents as it is 
to guests and prospective buyers. Because 
windows tend to stay closed throughout the 
winter, interior odors can be even stronger 
come late-winter than they are during the rest 
of the year. A thorough cleaning of the house, 
including vacuuming and removal of any pet 
hair that accumulated over the winter, can 
help to remove odor. In the weeks leading 
up to the open house, bathe pets more 
frequently, using a shampoo that promotes 
healthy skin so pet dander is not as prevalent. 
Open windows when the weather allows so 
more fresh air comes into the home.
Spring is a popular and potentially lucrative 
time to sell a home, and homeowners who 
spend winter preparing their homes for the 
market may reap even greater rewards.

3 tips to prepare 
to sell your home

Eliminating pet odors, including 
those associated with pets, can 
help homeowners prepare their 
homes for prospective buyers.
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The Cabinet Gallery LLC.
8247 North US Highway 68, Wilmington • 937-486-1444
www.thecabinetgallery.biz • info@thecabinetgallery.biz

The Cabinet Gallery
LLC

Transform an entire room with 
cabinetry that reflects your style.

We offer a variety of cabinet brands for a wide selection of looks. You’ll find 
the perfect complement for your personal tastes and living spaces.

Additional products: Countertops, tubs & shower surroundings, sinks, quartz, granite and more.
Mon-Fri: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm,

Sat: 9:00 am - 12:00 Or By Appointment
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91

40 S. Webb Rd. Wilmington, OH 45177 • www.linndaleeq.com

Linndale Equipment
The Best choice for Lawn and Garden, 

Farm Equipment and More!
937-382-4549

48” (122 cm) TimeCutter® 
HD Zero Turn Mower (75201)

Sale on April 1st, 20% off Echo 
products!

40966136
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Thousands of people try their hands 
at do-it-yourself home improvement 
projects every year. Whether working 

indoors or outdoors, wearing safety gear 
and exercising caution is a necessity when 
undertaking any home remodeling project.
According to the Home Safety Council, 
one in five consumers will need medical 
attention this year as a result of home 
improvement projects. A 2013 survey by 3M 
TEKK Protection and the National Safety 
Council found that more than one-quarter of 
DIY home improvement projects ended with 
injuries to homeowners or someone else in 
the household.  Falls from ladders, cuts from 
power tools and injuries from thrown debris 
account for many emergency room visits. 
Accidents involving chemicals and cleaning 
agents also can occur. Safety should be the 
utmost priority when renovating, and that 
means utilizing appropriate safety equipment.

Footwear
Wear solid shoes that provide considerable 
traction during home improvements. A firm, 
reinforced toe is helpful as well. Should any 
items fall, they’ll be less likely to cause injury 
if your foot is encased in a protective boot or 
sturdy shoe. Soles that grip surfaces will help 
safeguard against slips and falls.

Eye protection
Safety goggles and glasses are a must-have 
for any do-it-yourselfer. They will provide a 
barrier between the eye and flying debris. 
According to VisionWeb, an eye education 
resource, most of the 110,000 eye injuries 
that occur each year in homes within the 
United States result from splashes with 
household cleaners, flying debris such as 
wood chips, or getting hit by branches. Many 
of these injuries can be prevented by wearing 
eye protection.

Ear protection
Power tools can be quite loud. When 
operating loud, powered machinery, use 
earplugs or safety earmuffs to reduce the risk 
of damage to hearing and potential hearing 
loss.

Ventilation and respiratory protection
When working with chemicals and other 
products that have strong odors and/or emit 
particulates into the air, make sure you do 
so in well-ventilated areas. This will help 
dissipate the smell and prevent inhalation of 
concentrated chemical substances. Masks 
guard against dust, pollen and some other 
microscopic particles and may not provide 
enough protection, depending on the job. 
The Home Depot suggests using particulate 
or filtration respirators when performing 
tasks, such as sanding, where you might 
be exposed to particles. Gas and vapor 
respirators offer protection against additional 
substances.

Create a safe environment
When working at home, make sure to use 
tools in the manner in which they were 
designed. Keep power cords tidy so they 
do not pose a tripping hazard. Falls from 
ladders often occur when climbing above 
the recommended rung or engaging in 
risky behavior while on the ladder, such as 
reaching or hanging over too far. 
When outdoors, exercise caution in inclement 
weather, which can make it harder to work 
safely. Be sure there are no bystanders too 
close when using power tools or tools that 
can kick up debris. 
The right safety gear and some smart 
do-it-yourself techniques can help DIYers 
avoid injury.

Learn how to prevent DIY injuries
Respiratory protection is 
essential when dealing 
with particulates in the 
air and vapors.
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$250

HOME LOAN 
with a 

WORLD OF DIFFERENCE
Closing Costs only

$250
On Fixed Rate Loans

Limited time offer!

MERCHANTS 
NATIONAL BANK

Contact Your Local 
Home Loan Specialist

www.merchantsnat.com
40966915
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Home renovation projects can 
be both exciting and tricky. 
Do-it-yourselfers are inspired 

by designs showcased in magazines, 
websites and their own communities. 
When DIY enthusiasts see a design 
they like, it’s understandable that they 
may want to emulate these looks at 
home. 
Remodeling is one of the larger DIY 
undertakings, and it goes beyond 
simple carpentry. Considering 
demolition, reconstruction, electrical, 
plumbing, and masonry work may be 
part of the DIY package, homeowners 
who are thinking about renovations 
must first stock up on the tools and 
other supplies of the trade. Having the 
right tools can mean the difference 
between a job well done and a job that 
needs to be redone.
Crowbar or 
prybar: Before you 
can put in new 
construction, 

you might have to get your hands dirty 
with some demolition. Crowbars or 
prybars can be used to pry up wood 
slats, remove nails or remove old 
decking. 
Tool pouch: A tool and fastener pouch 
gives DIYers a place other than their 
pockets to store fasteners and hand 
tools. Pouches can be attached to tool 
belts for added storage capacity.
Stud finder: Invest in a more fool-
proof method of locating studs behind 
drywall then knocking on the wall. Stud 
finders can provide a picture of studs, 
pipes and other hidden items inside an 
entire length of wall. This is essential 
to driving nails where they belong and 
can also prevent sending fasteners into 
wires or nearby plumbing.
Level: A level is an essential tool for 
everyone from casual decorators to 
more involved renovators. Whether 

hanging pictures or ensuring 
molding is parallel, levels 

are must-have tools for DIYers.
Safety glasses: Invest in a pair of 
safety glasses so no one working on 
a project deals with obstructed vision. 
Safety glasses also provide ample eye 
protection.
Extension cords: If power tools 
are part of the renovation picture, 
extension cords can safely extend 
power where it is needed. Be sure to 
invest in a gauge that is large enough 
to handle the amperage of your most 
powerful tool.
Measuring tape: The “measure twice, 
cut once” mantra is key to home 
improvements. To measure accurately 
each and every time, no tool chest is 
complete without a sturdy measuring 
tape.
Ladder varieties: Home 
improvements aren’t always at ground 
level. Purchase ladders of various 
heights so you can safely reach 

various areas of the home 

Tools of the home renovator’s trade

and avoid injury. Step stools, a step 
ladder and an extension ladder all 
have their purposes on the job.
Digital inspection scope: A scope 
lets you see inside walls, floors and 
ceilings to find the exact location of 
pipes, wires and joists. It also can 
be used to seek out the source of 

clogged drains or anywhere you 
desire sight into hard-to-maneuver 
areas.
In addition to these tools, brooms, 
shop-vacs, hammers, screwdrivers, 
wrenches and pliers can complete a 
DIYer’s basic toolbox.
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We Grow It Here!

McClish’s Plants Plus Greenhouses LLC
conveniently located on State Route 41 N

Across from Miami Trace High School, Washington C.H.
740-335-9633          www.mcclishs.com

Visit us at 

www.mcclishs.com 
for directions & current hours

Mon. – Sat. 9:00 to 6:00

Save the Date – 
Spring Open House 

April 29, 2017

         740-335-9633
www.mcclishs.com

Opening 
March 20, 

2017

40
96

72
84
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Whether homeowners have a 
handful of tools or an entire 
collection of equipment, 

proper storage of these items means 
the difference between staying 
organized and safe or having to waste 
time looking for tools and running the 
risk of injury.
Tools often gravitate to other rooms 
of the house or become misplaced. 
When they’re brought out for use, tools 
may not be returned to the toolbox or 
shed, taking up residence in drawers 
or closets or just being left out 
in the open. 
Improper storage of tools also may 
create safety risks for the persons 
doing the renovation and other 
members of the household. The 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
warns that hundreds of thousands 
of injuries treated at emergency 
rooms are related to power tools 
and workshop equipment. While the 
majority of these injuries occur while 
using the tools, improper tool storage 
can still cause injury. 
By taking care of tools and keeping 
them orderly, homeowners can 
lengthen the life expectancy of their 
tools and reduce the likelihood of tool-
related injury. 
Read the manufacturers’ 
instructions. In addition to providing 
operational guidance, owner’s manuals 
or product packaging may give insight 
on tool care and storage. Following 
the directions regarding cleaning and 
storage can prolong the life of tools.

Keep original cases and labels. 
Many tools come in hard cases to 
protect the tools and reduce users’ 
injury risk. Paints, varnishes, stripping 
agents, and other chemicals should be 
stored in their original containers with 
labels intact. 
Get a cabinet that can be locked. 
Shop for a secure cabinet that can be 
locked so more dangerous items, such 
as sharp blades, saws and chemicals, 
can be safely stored. This helps keep 
these items out of the curious hands 
of children, as well as away from pets 
who may sniff around at new smells.
Store tools vertically. Avoid tripping 
over large tools, including shovels or 
rakes, by storing these items on the 
walls of garages or storage sheds. 
Small tools can be placed on shelves 
or hung on pegboards or magnetic 
boards on the wall over workbenches.
Keep items dry. Address any moisture 
issues or leaks so that tools do not 
suffer water damage. Never operate 
power tools if cords are running 
through water.
Buy sturdy containers. If your space 
is limited but you still want to organize 
your tools, rely on sturdy, clear 
containers. Tools can be placed inside 
and easily transported from project 
area to project area. Clear containers 
enable you to see inside and know 
which tools are being stored within.
Ensuring tools are stored away 
properly means they’ll be easy to find 
when they’re needed again, and they’ll 
be kept in a manner that promotes the 
safe use and longevity of the tools.

Storing tools properly reduces injury 
risk and promotes organization
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MON-FRI  9AM - 6PM  I  SAT 9AM - 4PM  I  SUN CLOSED

call for free estimate

hours

1262 HOSPITAL ROAD
CHILLICOTHE, OH 45601CHILLICOTHECARPET.COM 740.779.3200

Residential, Commercial, Free Estimates, Professional Installation 
Available, 12-18 months Free Financing, “Green” Selections, 100’s of 
Remnants, Locally Owned & Operated by Jon West & Jeff Reed

brands    SHAW    BEAULIEU    TARKETT    PERGO    FLEXITEC

CHILLICOTHE 
CARPET

ADENA REGIONAL
MEDICAL CENTER

A L L  N E W

inventory WE’VE NEVER HAD A 

BIGGER SELECTION!

40966937

Carpet • Vinyl • Hardwood • Area Rug • Laminate

Schedule FREE in home estimates online, view 
our full inventory, apply for financing and more 
all at chillicotheCarpet.com

MON-FRI  9AM-6PMHOURS SAT  9AM-4PM SUN  CLOSED

CHILLICOTHECARPET.COM 740.779.3200 1262 HOSPITAL ROAD
CHILLICOTHE, OH 45601
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Painting is one of the easiest and least 
expensive ways to transform the look of 
a space. Paint colors can dramatically 

change the mood and the design of a home. 
And depending on a homeowner’s goals, 
paint can make a statement or blend into the 
background. 
Many people are now looking to bold colors to 
make spaces stand out. But choosing a paint 
color can be challenging. Homeowners looking 
to update walls and complement decor may 
want to look at some of the more impactful 
colors that Pantone indicates will be popular 
for the 2017 season. Primrose  Yellow, Lapis 
Blue, Flame, Pink Yarrow, and Greenery are 
some of the more eye-catching selections. 
Once colors are selected, consider these 
guidelines for using bolder colors in room 
designs.
Decide how big an impact you want to 
make. Are you looking for color overload 
or just a small focal point of vivid color? 
Remember, using bold color doesn’t mean 
every wall must be lathered in that hue. 
Instead, select one wall to serve as an accent 
point and use that spot as your bold color 
display. Otherwise, rely on bold colors to dress 
up otherwise mundane areas, such as the 
back wall of a cupboard or moldings and trim. 
Try bold in a small space. Many people 
are surprised at how well bold colors work in 
small spaces. Powder rooms can be an ideal 
spot to experiment with paint colors. Try deep 
colors that can make the area seem intimate 
and even exotic. Dark, bold hues can be toned 
down by different accents, such as neutral 
colored fixtures and towels.
Go bold in the kitchen. Incorporate a splash 
of color in the kitchen without going overboard. 
Try an appliance or design fixture in a bright 
shade. Or paint the inside of the cabinets in 

your favorite color and install glass inserts in 
the cabinet doors so that everyone gets a peek 
of the color beyond. A neutral kitchen also can 
be brightened up with the use of silverware, 
dishes, pots and pans, and other kitchen items 
featured in bold hues.
Stick to boldness on interchangeable items. 
Those who like to experiment with color may 
find that they like to switch out the colors now 
and again. Instead of having to repaint every 
few months, use decorative items in bright 
shades to make swapping out color that much 
easier. For example, replace area rugs, throw 
pillows and draperies. Paint over terra cotta 
flower pots when the mood strikes. 
Establish balance. Rely on neutral furniture, 
rugs, moldings and baseboards if you decide 
to take bold colors up a notch. This will help 
create a sense of balance in the room.
Painting is a fun way to experiment with color. 
Many homeowners are not hesitant to use 
bold shades of color when they learn the 
right techniques. And because paint is an 
inexpensive option for making over a room, 
homeowners who find they do not like a 
particular color can easily paint over it with a 
new color.

Create drama with 
bold paint colors

The DIY movement has inspired many 
homeowners to tackle home repair and 
remodeling projects on their own. DIY 

projects can be rewarding, and many homeowners 
who have embraced the DIY movement have 
discovered talents they never before knew they 
had.
But no matter how simple popular home renovation 
television shows make remodeling projects appear, 
homeowners should know that such undertakings 
are far more difficult than they appear on television. 
Homeowners who overestimate their abilities and 
the time they have to complete projects can cost 
themselves substantial amounts of money. In fact, 
there are a variety of reasons homeowners might 
want to work with professional contractors when 
tackling home improvement projects.

Experience
A trial and error approach can work with various 
projects and problems. But applying such an 
approach to home improvement projects is risky 
and potentially dangerous, not to mention costly. 
Experienced professional contractors with strong 
track records (seek recommendations from friends 
or neighbors) won’t have to go through trial and 
error and are therefore more likely than DIYers to 
complete a project on time and on budget.

Inspiration
One oft-overlooked benefit of working with 
professional contractors is the likelihood that they 
can draw up ideas for projects that homeowners 
might otherwise never have thought up on their 
own. Homeowners without specific ideas in mind 
can ask contractors to come up with various 
scenarios before committing to a particular 
one. Veteran contractors can draw on years of 
experience to create designs that DIYers might be 
incapable of coming up with and/or incapable of 
seeing through to completion.

Cost
Conventional wisdom suggests it’s less expensive 
to do something yourself than to hire someone else 
to do it for you, but that’s not necessarily true of 
home improvement projects. Labor costs typically 
account for a substantial amount of professionally 
contracted projects, but homeowners can cut those 
costs by volunteering to do some of the simpler 
tasks themselves. In addition, contractors often 
purchase materials at a much lower cost than 
individual homeowners because contractors buy 
in bulk. So while labor costs might be lower on 
DIY projects, the cost of materials can offset those 
savings. 

Resale value
Many homeowners renovate their homes with 
eyes on improving the resale value of those 
homes. But if homeowners want to showcase a 
newly remodeled kitchen when selling their homes, 
they should be prepared for prospective buyers to 
ask who worked on the project. Fearing potential 
problems down the road, some buyers might be 
put off by homes that were remodeled by DIYers 
and not professional contractors.
Renovating a home on your own can be a 
rewarding project for homeowners. But it’s 
important that homeowners recognize the many 
benefits of working with professional contractors 
before making any final decisions with regard to 
who will tackle their next project.

The benefits of hiring 
professional contractors
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You are thinking of 
making a major 
renovation to your 

home. Perhaps it’s time to 
create that master bedroom 
suite you long have admired 
or install that wrap-around 
porch? What is the first thing 
that should be done before 
getting down to business?
The correct way to begin a 
home remodeling project 
is to obtain the necessary 
permits for the job. Many 
municipalities request 
individuals obtain permits for 
a range of work on homes 
or other structures, such 
as office buildings. Permits 
are generally required for 
all new construction as well 
as specific modifications 
that will affect structural, 
plumbing, mechanical, 
and electrical systems. It’s 
important to check with the 
local building office prior to 
beginning work to see which 
permits you will need before 
the project can begin. 
Permits are necessary 
whether a homeowner is 
doing the work or hiring an 
outside contractor.
Due to the cost and time 
involved with securing 
permits, some homeowners 
skip this step so they can 
begin a project promptly. 
However, this can end up 

being a costly mistake. 
Permits might seem like a 
nuisance, but they actually 
protect homeowners in 
various ways.

Permits ensure 
safe workmanship
Permits provide a blueprint 
by which contractors and 
do-it-yourselfers must 
complete renovations. 
Because inspections will 
take place, there is no 
wiggle room. Shortcuts 
often translate into subpar 
work that may lead to 
malfunction and injury in 
the long run. Safeguarding 
against poor workmanship 
means homeowners can 
feel confident in the work 
being done.

Permits reduce the 
likelihood of costly 
mistakes
As inspectors go through 
their checklists, they may 
notice things that were 
done incorrectly and will 
offer advice about how to 
mend the problem before it 
becomes a larger headache. 
If left unchecked, an 
electrical error could lead to 
a fire or another dangerous 
situation. Repairs that 
are not structurally sound 
may pose problems or 

deteriorate more quickly 
than structures that are 
constructed correctly. 
Furthermore, catching 
improper technique early 
on eliminates having to tear 
down and redo work, which 
can be a costly and time-
consuming endeavor. 

Permits protect 
against fines
Sometimes work goes 
as planned even for 
homeowners who did 
not obtain the necessary 
permits. However, 
years later, when other 
work needs to be done, 
inspectors may discover 
homeowners never 
secured proper permits and 
inspections years earlier, 
leading to fines. 
Furthermore, if work is 
done without a permit 
and an accident occurs, 
any damages or injuries 
may not be covered by a 
homeowner’s insurance 
policy. 
Permits are an important 
part of the home 
improvement process. 
Homeowners should not 
skirt the responsibility 
because the permit and 
inspection process is in 
place to provide protection 
to occupants.

How building permits 
protect homeowners

Obtain the proper permits before beginning construction.
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www.chrismanh2o.com

Iron or Sulfur Problems?

Water Coolers and Bottled Water
Serving the Area Since 1947

 Chemical Free
 No More Chlorine!
 No More Peroxide!
 No More Potassium Permanganate!

 Vortech Tanks
 Higher Flow Rates

 5 Yr. Parts Warranty
 Free Water Analysis

Save Money & Solve Your Water 
Treatment Problems!

State of the Art

Water Softeners
 Most Advanced Value

 Most Efficient

 5 Yr. Parts Warranty

 Demand Regeneration

 Free Water Analysis

 Buy or Rent

Buy or Rent a Drinking Water System.
Reverse Osmosis Systems

 50 GPD Membrane
 Includes Designer Faucet
 Easy Filter Changes
 Free Icemaker Hookup
 Buy or Rent

Our Water Treatment Equipment is Built 
to Be the Last You Will Ever Need to Buy!

1020 E. Market St. Washington C.H., OH 43160
800-335-2620 • 937-584-4523

Made in 
the USA

Introducing...

THE ERADICATOR
The Last Iron or Sulfur Filter You Will Ever Need!

40966520
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How to fix that 
sticking door
Nearly everyone has experienced a 

sticking door that just will not close 
properly. This problem may become 

more noticeable when temperatures rise and 
humidity contributes to the swelling of wood 
doors and frames. 
According to The Family Handyman, a home 
improvement resource, the standard remedy 
for alleviating a sticking door is to remove 
the door and pare down the edges that are 
rubbing so that the door will once again swing 
freely. While this can solve the problem, it 
can be a hassle, as it requires refinishing the 
pared-down edge and rehanging the door. Try 
these shortcuts first before creating more work 
than might be necessary.
Identify the problem area and rub it with a 
dry bar of soap. This should reduce friction 
and allow the door to close more easily.
Remove humidity with a dehumidifier or by 
running an air conditioning unit.
Check for loose hinges or sagging around 
the hinge. Tighten the fasteners to sure up 
the door and create better alignment.
Spray the hinges with lubricant if you 
suspect sticking is originating because of 
squeaky hinges.
Look for obstructions at the bottom of the 
door. Is the door dragging on carpeting or 
being caught on something on the floor? It 
may be a matter of simply clearing away the 
obstruction.

Just like certain exercises, home improvement projects may involve 
heavy lifting, bending, moving, and stretching. After spending much 
of the winter indoors and largely sedentary, some homeowners 
may be tempted to jump into projects with gusto when the warm 
weather returns. But that can be a recipe for injury that can sideline 
DIYers for a while. Instead, homeowners can start slowly and then 
gradually work longer hours, just as they might do when returning 
to exercise after some time off. Homeowners can see how their 
muscles feel after an hour or two while not concentrating on one 
task for too long. Homeowners who vary the tasks they tackle will 
use different muscle groups, which can reduce strain and limit 
injury risk. Whenever possible, opt for ergonomic tools that can 
reduce users’ risk of repetitive stress injuries.

Did you know?
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CSOWaste Solutions for Residential, Industrial and 
Commercial Customers in Fayette, Madison, Highland and Clinton Counties.

40966946

7953 US Hwy 62 SW                           877-432-9666
Washington C.H., Ohio 43160              740-333-7730

www.communitysanitationohio.com
info@communitysanitationohio.com

Heating 
Air Conditioning 
Fireplaces

1628 St. Rt. 38 NE,  W.C.H., OH  •  740-333-7048

We Do More Than Just Heating & Air Conditioning!

OH Lic#24661

• Gas & Wood Fireplaces • Standby Automatic Generators 
• Gas Tankless Water Heaters      • Free Estimates

40966514
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Homeowners unfamiliar with the 
appraisal process might not 
know if there is anything they 

can do to make the process go more 
smoothly. While certain variables 
involved in the appraisal process, such 
as location of the home and the value 
of surrounding homes, are beyond 
homeowners’ control, the Appraisal 
Institute recommends homeowners take 
the following steps before an appraiser 
visits their home.

Clean the house. A dirty home that 
is full of clutter will not make the best 
impression on appraisers. Dirty homes 
may be vulnerable to insect infestations 
that can lead to structural problems with 
the home. While a dirty home is not 
necessarily an indicator of infestations 
or a reflection of a home’s value, a 
clean home will create a stronger first 
impression with the appraiser.

Make any necessary repairs ahead 
of the appointment. Homeowners who 
have been putting off repairs should 
make them before the appraiser arrives. 
Homes with repairs that still need to 
be made will likely be valued less than 
similar homes with no such repair 
issues. Though repairs can be costly, 
investing in home repairs will likely 
increase both the appraisal and resale 
value of the home.

Obtain all necessary documents 
before the appraiser arrives. 
Homeowners who have certain 
documentation at the ready can 
speed up the appraisal process. Such 
documentation may include a survey of 
the house and property; a deed or title 
report; a recent tax bill; if applicable, a 
list of items to be sold with the house; 
purchase history of the home; and the 
original plans and specifications of the 
home.

Inform the appraiser about recent 
improvements. Homeowners can 
inform appraisers about any recent 
improvements to the home and the cost 
of those improvements. The value of 
home improvements with regard to a 
home’s appraisal value vary depending 
on a host of variables, but having 
such information at the ready can help 
appraisers make the most informed 
appraisal possible. 

Steps to take before 
an appraiser’s visit
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740-998-4304
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 4:30pm      

Saturday by Appointment

406 Jamison Road • Frankfort, Ohio 45628

www.BuckeyeMetalRoof ing.com

• 20 Colors of Metal Roofing 
and Siding

• Wide Variety of Trim
• Sliding Door Parts
• Screws
• Overhead Doors
• Matching Caulk and Touch 
Up Paint

• Vapor Barrier and Insulation
• Complete Pole Barn 
Package

• Crinkle Cut Metal - 7 Color 
Options Available!

FAX: 740-998-4307

40966923
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According to projections released in 
2015 by Harvard University’s Joint 
Center for Housing Studies, a growing 

number of people in the United States planned 
to renovate their homes in 2016. The report 
estimated that spending on remodeling and 
repairs in 2016 would climb 8.6 percent to 
$310 billion, a figure that is close to the peak 
reached in 2006.
While it is still too soon to tabulate all of the 
figures from 2016, a quick glance at the 
data indicates renovations have increased 
across the country. And one only need travel 
through communities to see a greater number 
of contractors and homeowners working on 
homes. 
Tackling any renovation project is an exercise 
in patience. Renovations can impede on daily 
activities and cause a certain level of upheaval 
in homeowners’ lives. Homeowners planning 
renovations also may find that they must have 
some wiggle room when it comes to both their 
budgets and their expectations. Remodeling, 
particularly with regard to older homes, may 
unveil unforeseen issues that only arise in the 
face of the renovation.
So what can homeowners expect during a 
renovation? The following are a few issues that 
might arise during home improvement projects.

Dirt and noise: Homeowners can count 
on dust, debris and noise throughout the 
renovation process. Dust appears when walls 
come down or go up, and construction teams 
typically erect temporary walls or tarps to 
contain the debris. Air filtering systems also 
can limit dust particles. Noise is unavoidable. If 
it becomes troublesome, arrange to be outside 
of the home when the bulk of the construction 
is taking place.

Delays or schedule changes: Even the 
best contractors cannot control every aspect 
of the job. They rely on subcontractors and 
vendors to do portions of the work. Materials 
may not always arrive on time, or they may fall 
short of homeowners’ expectations. This can 
push back the project schedule. Homeowners 
should hope for everything to be done on time, 
but it can be less stressful if homeowners 
anticipate delays and be a pleasant surprise if 
there are no delays.

Hidden issues: Contractors may uncover 
all sorts of issues that need to be addressed 
before a project can progress. Examples 
include the presence of asbestos (common in 
older homes), plumbing problems, incorrectly 
wired electrical systems, and leaks or 
moisture issues. These problems also can 
impact the cost of the project, so set aside 
some money in the budget for unforeseen 
expenses. Chances are you are going to 
need some extra money to handle a few 
surprises during the project.
It’s important to expect the unexpected when 
embarking on home renovations. Budgeting 
for hidden costs, expecting delays and coping 
with the upheaval to daily schedules are par 
for the remodeling course. However, the 
end result is often well worth the 
time and effort.

Expect the 
unexpected when 
renovating a home

Homeowners often discover 
hidden problems when delving 
into renovations. Budgeting for 
remediation can help remove some 
of the stress of unexpected delays 
and concerns.

Budgeting home 
improvement projects
Home improvements can add value and 

aesthetic appeal to a home. However, 
to reap the rewards of a remodeled 

room, home addition or any home improvement 
project, homeowners will have to invest both 
their money and their time. Establishing a 
project budget can be helpful and prevent 
overspending. According to Visually, a 
marketing information service, nearly half of 
the homeowners surveyed said the cost of 
their renovation projects did not exceed their 
budgets. However, more than one-third of those 
surveyed reported going over budget on their 
projects. To keep costs down, consider hiring a 
contractor. He or she will have industry contacts 
and may be able to get materials at a lower 
cost. While you will pay for labor, working with a 
contractor greatly reduces both the time spent 
on the project and the risk of costly mistakes 
being made. In addition, think about the way 
you finance the renovations. Industry experts 
have found that homeowners who finance their 
home improvement projects with lines of credit 
end up spending more money on average than 
those who use their savings to fund projects. 

While it may be tempting to take out a line of 
credit for a home improvement project, spending 
only money you already have may be the more 
responsible route to take. 
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Spring
HOME IMPROVEMENT

40967131

 Free Estimates 
Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Senior Citizen & Church 
Discounts

Cell: 740-572-1022
WCH

Business: 740-466-1025
Financing Available

Always Reasonable Prices

It’s Better Saving Money

I.B.S.M.
Roofing & Construction

Specializing in all types of roofing
Concrete
Windows
Drywall
Flooring

Siding
Decks
Painting
Pole Barns

SERVING FAYETTE AND SURROUNDING COUNTIES
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 40967135

1572 US Highway 22 NW 

Washington Court House, Ohio 

Ph. 740.335.5939

40967136

• ROOFING & SIDING •
Ratliff Roofing & Vinyl Siding

Also Continuous Gutter & Painting

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Washington C.H., OH ~ Sabina, OH
Licensed & Bonded

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL
• Roofing: Asphalt, Fiberglass,

Rubber, Metal Roofs
• Power Washing

 Cell: Office:
 740-572-0879 937-584-2369
 740-505-8700 740-636-0223

SENIOR CITIZENS
& CHURCH
DISCOUNTS

40967138

1020 Leesburg Avenue
Washington C.H., Ohio 43160

740-335-8030 • FAX 740-335-9335
40967142

Providing dry cleaning 
and laundry services for over 

75 years. 

Servicing Washington C.H., 
Mt. Sterling, Chillicothe, 

Circleville and surrounding areas.

“We Care for Your Clothes”

Sunshine Laundry
& Dry Cleaning

(740) 335-3313
122 E East St

Washington Court House, OH 43160

40967146

2017 Columbus Ave., Washington Court House, Ohio 43160

740.333.EDGE (3343)
Complete Hair and Nail Service • Hair Extensions  & Massage

40967147

Spring has finally sprung! 
That means it is time for your home insurance check up?

Melaney McCabe at Allstate McCabe Insurance 
2019 Columbus Ave Washington CH

is giving FREE home and auto insurance 
check ups. Call us today for your free review 

and ask about our claim rate guard 
on our home insurance policies!

Call me at 740-313-4459

40
96

71
49

Health Kneads Massage
“You need me, to knead you.”

Ashley Wightman
Licensed Massage Therapist
30 minutes for $37
60 minutes for $67

90 minutes for $97
120 minutes for $127

Work 740-333-4244
Cell 740-606-2748

136 News Plaza
WCH Oh, 43160

40
96

71
90
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